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Our Youth

Voices of youth

JERZEY DESJARDINS
Bothwell Middle School 

“I’ll clean the house for my
mom because she is normally
the one who always has to
clean. I’ll usually make her a
Knick knack too or breakfast in

bed."

ALLY HEIDE
Superior Hills Elementary

“I made my mom a card to give
to her on Mother's Day.”

VIOLET AND LILLY COLLINS
Iron Mountain High School
“We tried to make our mom

breakfast in bed but she got out
of bed too early. So we are mak-
ing her and the whole family

spaghetti for dinner.”

BLAZE HOULE
Gwinn Middle School

“I surprise my mom with a clean
house and breakfast in bed. I
make sure to tell her how 

special and important she is to
me.”

Is there something special you do for your
mom for Mother's Day?

KOBE NASON
Ishpeming High School

“For Mother's Day, I took my
mom to Red Lobster for lunch.”

BAILEY LOUKINAN
Marquette Senior High School
“My little brother and I usually
bring our mom out to dinner,

make her breakfast, and always
get her a gift.”

By CHRISTIE BLECK
Journal Staff Writer 

MARQUETTE — Eric Banitt
didn’t have to wear a tuxedo or be
shown in a spotlight while rehears-
ing for the Marquette City Band’s
April 28 concert at Kaufman Audi-
torium to make a stellar impression.

As with many fine musicians, he
let his music do the impressing.

Banitt played the piano solo for
“Rhapsody in Blue” during the con-
cert, “Something New — Some-
thing Blue,” the first time the band
ever played at Kaufman, even
though it has been giving concerts
for over a century in a variety of
Marquette locations. 

Banitt, a sophomore at Marquette
Senior High School, also plays
trumpet and takes part in band and
orchestra at the high school.

He’s been playing piano since he
was 5 years old, and also plays the
violin and trumpet. However, he
called the piano “his main instru-
ment.”

“I feel I can sync with the instru-
ment better than all the others, and
it just comes more naturally to me,”
Banitt said.

He’s been with the Marquette
City Band since age 10. However,
one doesn’t become a soloist just by
being with a musical group, even if
it’s been for a long time.

Stephen Grugin, director of the
Marquette City Band and director
of bands at Northern Michigan Uni-
versity, said Banitt is perhaps the
most musically talented young per-
son with whom he’s ever worked.

Grugin said that when he was
thinking about who the city band
could feature as a soloist on its first-

ever concert in Kaufman Auditori-
um, Banitt was the first person who
came to mind.

“I knew that many people in Mar-
quette knew of his ability on piano
and would enjoy hearing him play
George Gershwin’s ‘Rhapsody in
Blue,’” Grugin said. “I also knew
that it would be a great experience
for him to be featured in a major
work for piano accompanied by our
city’s band.”

Not only that, Banitt got to play
“Rhapsody in Blue” on the very
Steinway piano that Gershwin him-
self picked out for Kaufman Audi-
torium.

“The piano is amazing,” Banitt
said. 

One would think that having the
opportunity to play on the unique
instrument can only enhance his
love of the piano.

“I just love the tambour of the in-
strument and the fact that it’s so vi-
sual,” Banitt said. “You can really
see what you’re playing as opposed
to wind instruments where it’s just
kind of like, fingering. 

“Fingering can be anything, it’s
just depending on how you blow,
where a string instrument, it’s just
kind of you can’t really see what
you’re playing.”

The piano also is the instrument
with which he can improvise most
easily, he said, which is good con-
sidering he’s been into jazz a lot re-

cently, plus having the “base guide-
line” of piano knowledge helps him
with his trumpet playing.

Banitt’s mother, Inga, said her
son began his musical career play-
ing violin before taking on other in-
struments.

“He was just always pretty seri-
ous about it and motivated, and he
just loved to do it,” she said.

The entire family, she said, which
includes his father, Jon, and brother
and sister, Andrew and Linnea, are
musically bent. 

However, she credited Eric’s in-
nate musical ability and the desire
to master things for his success, al-
though she acknowledged Eric has
a rounded and balanced life, play-
ing high school soccer in the fall. 

And as with many youths, he en-
joys practice, Inga said, but some-
times it’s more fun to hang out with
friends.

“He’s usually pretty disciplined to
practice,” she said. “He’s not at it
hours and hours, by any means.”

Eric loves to play violin and the
trumpet, she noted, but believes it
has a lot to do with playing with
friends.

“It can be a lonely instrument to
play sometimes,” she said of the pi-
ano.

Grugin knew he’d be up to the
task of performing the “Rhapsody
in Blue” piano solo, he said.

“He said he wanted me to play it
before I graduated,” Banitt said.

So, that he did, but memorizing
the lengthy “Rhapsody” and play-
ing without music took some doing,
he said. 

“We did make some cuts in it, so
it’s not as long, but it’s still around

10 minutes,” Banitt said.
Grugin said Banitt is equally

adept at piano, trumpet and violin,
having been selected for the Michi-
gan All-State Music Festival for vi-
olin and trumpet during middle
school and for jazz piano, trumpet
and violin in high school. 

Banitt was part of a string quartet
selected to perform at the Michigan
Youth Arts Festival at Western
Michigan University in May 2015.
He’s formed a jazz combo with
friends and plays piano and trumpet
in the Marquette High School Jazz
Band, and is one of the staff pianists
at Messiah Lutheran Church in
Marquette. 

With all his accomplishments so
far, would he want to make a career
out of music? Only a teen, it might
be too early to have to make such a
momentous decision, but the
thought has crossed his mind.

“I’m kind of starting to think
that it might just be a sidelight, but
I’m definitely going to try and
pursue it,” Banitt said. “I’m at-
tending a lot of music camps this
summer, so hopefully that will
give me some inspiration to con-
tinue doing it.”

Grugin said Banitt’s performance
at the April 28 concert was “inspir-
ing and enjoyable” for the band
members as well as the audience.

“After his performance, everyone
was standing and applauding, both
in the audience and on stage,” Gru-
gin said.

Christie Bleck can be reached at
906-228-2500, ext. 250. Her
email address is cbleck@min-
ingjournal.net.

High school sophomore performs solo at Kaufman concert

Above, Marquette Senior High School sophomore Eric Banitt plays
“Rhapsody in Blue” at a recent Marquette City Band rehearsal.  He
played the solo in the band’s first-ever concert at Kaufman Auditorium
on April 28. (Journal photo by Christie Bleck) At top, he is shown re-
hearsing for the concert in April in Northern Michigan University’s band
room. (Journal Photo by Elizabeth Bailey)


