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The Marquette City Band

2014 Concert Season

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
By Ben Bohnsack
This has been a phenomenal year for the Marquette City Band! Let me tell you why I say that.

1. A year ago we did some dreaming and put together a Master Plan for the next three years.
Most of what it imagined has already come to pass in this first year and we are truly excited
about all that can now happen as we continue to move forward. That Master Plan is available
as part of this annual report, as well as online at www.marquettecityband.com/master-plan/

2. After a lifetime of being a summer only band, we added two concerts in the winter and
spring, both performed at the Reynolds Recital Hall at NMU and well attended. Each time we
rehearsed four times before performing. Playing indoors in this way provided an opportunity
to perform other styles of music not well suited to outdoor venues, as well as in a comfortable
and acoustically live place. These concerts also gave us a head start for the summer season
which followed.

3. A year ago we applied for three grants and are excited to receive all three! We received
$9,350 for operations from the Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs. This almost
doubles our previous annual funding and provides the basis for our expanded season. The
Marquette County Community Foundation gave us $2,000 toward our Upper Peninsula
Community Band Festival. The Cliffs Lundin Community Fund granted $25,000 toward the
purchase of new percussion instruments. All of this has been particularly important this year
in the face of reduced funding through the City of Marquette as this was the unusual year
they aligned their funding with their new fiscal year, resulting in granting only 25% of what
we have usually received.

4. Our Upper Peninsula Community Band Festival was successful beyond our imagining! The
Negaunee City Band were our guests, strengthening the friendship we share individually
and together. The Festival Band included not only 30 musicians from our two bands, but also
40 who came from throughout Michigan and six other states. The quality of music performed
by the Festival Band on Saturday evening was really excellent, enjoyed by the largest crowd
we have ever seen at an event at the Band Shell at Presque Isle, reported by the Mining
Journal as 800 strong.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
continued

5. New energies in publicity have been very effective under the leadership of our
new Marketing Coordinator, Rebecca Jones. Her work can be seen on our website
and our Facebook page, as well as in print media through press releases, advertising,
posters, brochures and programs.

All of this has been complemented through the ongoing energies and creative
leadership of our Director and Conductor, Dr. Steve Grugin, and our Board of
Directors. Good weather on concert nights and the faithfulness of our audience are
also part of our success. Add to that the excellent support we have received through
our patrons and contributors. Further, thanks to the City of Marquette for the special
relationship which makes funding, facilities and services available to us.

This next year brings new challenges.
How do we sustain all that we’ve started? Do it again! Kaufman Auditorium has
already been scheduled for concerts on February 8 and May 7, 2015.
What will be the cycle of scheduling our Festival? Is this an annual event or every
two or three years?

What should be the pattern of our funding in future years? How can what we receive
best be stabilized?
What other ambitions and ideas await?

The Marquette City Band is an important part of the culture and lifestyle we all
enjoy in Marquette! Musicians and audiences alike are inspired and energized by
what we do! Those of us who give leadership continue to be glad for the marvelous
way in which we get back far more than we give!

Ben Bohnsack
President, Board of Directors
3140 State Highway M28 East
Marquette, MI 49855
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Expanded Concert Season

Winter Concert– February 9th
Another Step Forward Concert was Marquette City
Band’s first concert held at Reynolds Recital Hall at
NMU. The Band’s sound proved to be memorable in
the beautiful acoustics of this hall. The Band also
presented a lifetime achievement award to long-time
member, Bob Moore, who performed over 80 years
with the band.

Spring Concert– May 1st
“Popular Then, Classic Now!
This was our second concert of our expanded
concert season also performed at Reynolds
Recital Hall. It included favorites such as
“Barber of Seville”, a solo performance of
“Rhapsody for Euphonium and Band” by
Jacob Barnby, among other favorites.
Audiences again were surprised by the fantastic
music from the band performed in this venue.
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Summer Concerts

June 12th
Our first summer concert was “Songs and
Dances” held at the Presque Isle Band
Shell. The Shostakovich Waltz No. 2, Moon
River, and George Gershwin selections
were some of the music performed and
audiences were dancing in their seats!
Local news were also in attendance and
reported the Marquette City Band was off
to a great start!

June 26th
The second summer concert was
“British Invasion” and delighted
audiences with favorites from the
Beatles and the Rolling Stones.

July 4th

“Let’s Celebrate, America!” was our
Fourth of July Concert, held at Lower
Harbor Mattson Park. Audiences listed to
patriotic music including the well-known
“Stars and Stripes Forever!”
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Summer Concerts
July 17th
Children of all ages enjoyed our “Disney
on Parade” concert. The Marquette City
Band was joined by princess and Disney
characters from Lake Superior Youth
Theater, while music from classic Disney
movies was heard throughout Presque Isle
Band Shell. Hundreds of people attended
this concert and the children were delighted
with a complimentary ice cream treat!

July 31st
Jacob Bender was our guest
conductor for our “Music of
American Composers” concert.
Audiences enjoyed the beautiful
music of Copland and Fillmore.
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Upper Peninsula Community Band Festival
August 8-9, 2014

The highlight of our season was the first community band festival in Marquette. Nearly 800 people
enjoyed this concert which included performances by the Negaunee City Band, the Marquette City Band,
and a Festival Concert Band of talented musicians from the Midwest and beyond! This was an
unforgettable concert for both performers and audience members.
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FINANCIAL REPORT

Beginning balance (1-1-14)

$ 5,352.29

Public donations at concerts

Income
$ 2,294.98

Public donations from 19 patrons

$ 1,525.00

Ray & Peg Hirvonen Foundation

$ 1,000.00

City of Marquette

$ 1,750.00

Marquette County Community Foundation

$ 2,000.00

Marquette Country Convention & Visitors'
Bureau

$

MCACA

$ 7,900.00

Festival Registrations

$

915.00

Dividends

$

8.78

Total Income

$17,893.76

Band members (winter/spring, summer)
Conductors (winter/spring, summer)

Expenditures
$ 8,824.00
$ 5,600.00

Library Services

$

675.00

Equipment Management

$

375.00

Personnel Management

$

550.00

Festival Food

$

744.07

500.00

Festival Trumpet Soloist & Special Musicians $ 1,425.00
Festival Conductor

$

400.00

Festival Banner/Paper/Postage/Printing

$

553.24

Festival Rehearsal Space (First Baptist)

$

100.00

Festival Advertising

$

75.78

Music publishers

$ 1,367.05

Operational miscellaneous

$ 1,422.05

Total expenditures

$22,111.19

Current balance as of 8-31-14

$ 1,134.86
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