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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Of the five concerts scheduled to be in the
Band Shell at Presque Isle Park and at the
Marquette Regional History Center, only the
first and last were actually held there. The
other three were at Messiah Lutheran Church,
who generously accommodated our needs,
even with disruptions of their own in the
midst of a major construction project. We are
most grateful to them for their hospitality.
Those were afternoons of anxiously watching
the skies and the weather websites, calling the
National Weather Service, and talking among
our own leaders. In every case we called it
right, sending emails to our members about
the changes and posting notices on our
website. Our audiences were faithful and
attentive, following us indoors as necessary.
This was also a year with other things to brag
about…
• The quality of our music – Isn’t that
what it’s about? – has never been
better! The members of this band are
capable of tackling the very best
concert music and performing with
excellence! We are indeed proud!
• Our Director, Dr. Stephen Grugin,
leads us with great energy,
imagination
and
creativity,
challenging our musical skills and
making it enjoyable to play. Dr.
Grugin’s leadership has also opened
the way for a significant relationship
with Northern Michigan University
and their Department of Music,
helpful to us in so many ways.

•

•

THIS WAS THE SUMMER WE CONQUORED
THE RAIN!

•

•

Our audiences are loyal and appreciative, averaging
about 200 people each time, as few as 150 and as
many as 400. There is an obvious community spirit
among them, embracing oldtimers and newcomers
and visitors. Nothing is better than playing a spirited
march on Presque Isle while hearing the freighters
being loaded with iron ore in the background!
Special concerts like the Fourth of July in the lower
harbor and a Sunday afternoon at Bay Cliff Health
Camp are always a delight, and this year was unique
through the opportunity for a smaller ensemble to
play for the rededication of the restored Father
Marquette statue in Lakeside Park, “Celebrating
Marquette’s Heritage.” While the concert planned for
the lawn at the Marquette Regional History Center
had to be moved elsewhere, we are glad for that new
relationship and hopeful of doing something together
again.

Having started a new system of financial support through the generous contributions of patrons, that effort
grew considerably this year. The major support we receive from the City of Marquette, the Kaufman
Foundation, and the Raymond and Peg Hirvonen Foundation is our mainstay, undergirding all we do.
Every concert has a theme which gives it a unique character in musical content and leadership. This year
included a delightful “Halloween in July” children’s concert; solos by vocalist Lindsay Luft, trombonist
David Allen, xylophonist Andrew LaJoie, Bassoonist Kaylee Whitfield, and Jacob Barnby on euphonium;
and guest conductors Betsy Grugin, Jacob Bender and Gordon Erickson.
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•

•

The Marquette City Commission, along with the Department of Parks and Recreation, and the
Department of Arts and Culture, continue to support us with essential services that truly make us
the “Marquette City Band!” The administrative and marketing services of Tiina Harris and her
staff are especially important for what we do. We know that we enjoy a special relationship
within the city.
Electronic media have become essential to our organization. All communications to band
members are by email and our website, www.marquettecityband.com, has extensive and timely
information which is accessible to everyone.

Yes, there are developments in process as we look forward, and I will mention several here.
• Our Board of Directors is working energetically on a master plan which will lay out strategic
efforts for the years ahead. This will include expanding our concert schedule, increased financial
support, the purchase of instruments and equipment, and planning for some special events. What
we are doing also fits within master planning which is taking place regarding arts and culture
organizations throughout the City of Marquette.
• We are hoping to secure greater funding through several grants we are preparing. If possible,
such grants could help us in areas of general operations, as well as in securing instruments and
equipment we greatly need.
• These efforts are leading us to get organized in more sophisticated ways. In addition to our
Director, we now depend more than ever on our Librarian, and our part-time managers for
Personnel and Equipment. These roles, along with our Board of Directors itself, are being
detailed and in some instances expanded.
Once again we thank our audiences, musicians, and contributors for all that they do for us! How good it
is to make beautiful music with a community of beautiful people!

Ben Bohnsack
President, Board of Directors
3140 State Highway M28 East
Marquette, Michigan 49855

Patty Gagnon, Vice-President
Allison Gummerus, Secretary
Phil Schneeberger, Treasurer

Dave Allen, Director
Andra Sullivan, Director
Lisa Hauswirth, Director

SUMMER CONCERTS
Music from the Big Screen
June 13
We started off the season in the sunshine with
music from the movies. “The Wizard of Oz”,
“Harry Potter themes”, “The Marches from
Star Wars”, a “James Bond Suite” and “Raiders
of the Lost Ark Medley” hit just the right note
for a summer filled with adventure. Lindsay
Luft was our vocal soloist whose beautiful
soaring sound in “I Dreamed a Dream” from
Les Miserables added a dollop of reverie to the
summer mix.

Dance Music Through the Ages
June 27
The band performed spirit-lifting
dances at their rainy-day venue –
Thank you, Messiah Lutheran
Church for your generosity and
hospitality! “Belle of the Ball” by
Leroy Anderson, “Russian Sailors”
Dance”, “Infernal Galop from
“Orpheus in the Underworld” by
Offenback, and “The Wrong Note
Rag” were all lively and fun. With a
smooth swing band delivery David
Allen soloed on the trombone in
Cole Porters “Begin the Beguine”.
Andrew LaJoie soloed on the
xylophone, his mallets a blur of
accurate motion, in “Tico-Tico”
composed by Zequinha de Abreu.
We danced!
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Proud to be an American
July 4
The band joined the community
in celebrating Independence Day
At Mattson Lower Harbor Park.
Dr. Stephen Grugin conducted
many favorites, starting with the
“Star-Spangled Banner” and
proceeding to marches by Sousa
– “The Washington Post March”
and “The Thunderer March.
Other favorites performed were
the “Armed Forces Salute”,
American Salute” and “An
American Spectacular” of
traditional tunes. In the mix was
“God Bless America”, written by
Cole Porter featuring vocalists
Lindsay Luft, Mim Newman,
Crystal Cooper, Alayna
Sprenger, Noah StephenBrown, William Smart, Luke
Ogle, and Michael Ryan. The
concert concluded with Sousa’s
“Stars and Stripes Forever”, a
wonderful showpiece for piccolo,
and beloved by all.

Our Musical Heritage
July 18

Once more, rained out! Thank you, again, Messiah
Lutheran Church! This concert was a continuation of
the celebration of the rededication of the Father
Marquette Statue. The band performed music that would
have been played in the early 1900’s. This included two
marches from Revolutionary America – “Washington’s
Grand March 1784” and “President Washington’s
Quickstep 1790”. The “Blue-Tail Fly”, “Themes Like
Old Times” and “The Blue and the Gray” made up the
bulk of the program. The highlight of the evening was
“All Those Endearing Young Charms” performed with
soloist Jacob Barnby, who played with great ease and
verve on the euphonium. The band’s faithful audience
was well rewarded for coming out on a very rainy night!
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Father Marquette Statue Ribbon Cutting Ceremony
July 15
On a beautiful day in Lakeside Park at the base of the newly
restored Father Marquette Statue, the city band helped to celebrate
Marquette’s heritage at the Father Marquette ribbon cutting
ceremony. The band featured “Hail Columbia” which was also
played at the original installation, as well as the French National
Anthem “La Marseillaise”. Other incidental music was
performed, including “President Washington’s Quickstep” and
“Happy Birthday” to the Marquette Beautification Committee on
their 35th birthday. Tea, cake and lemonade were served as well!
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Halloween in July
July 21 & 25
The band had a great time performing at Bay Cliff for the kids at
summer camp on Sunday. The performance was outside beside
the pavilion. Yes, there was sunshine! The same cannot be said
for Thursday where, once again, we retired to MESSIAH
LUTHERAN CHURCH due to rain. On both occasions, however,
there were thrills and chills to the sounds of “A Night on Bald
Mountain” by Mussorgsky (conducted by Jacob Bender), “Music
for a darkened Theatre”, and “La Tregenda” (better known as the
Witches Dance) from the opera Le Villi by Puccini. Selections
from John Williams “Harry Potter”, “Chillers and Thrillers” and
“Star Wars Marches” rounded out the performances. On
Thursday night there was a Grand Costume Parade to tunes from
“Halloween Hits” arranged by our caped conductor Steve
Grugin. Dr. Mark Flaherty was our spooky announcer, and
Darth Vader even appeared to conduct with his light saber!
AND…Vango’s Pizza & Cocktail Lounge donated ice cream
bars for all, even getting them to our rain venue instead of at the
park. Thank you!

A Musical Potpourri
August 8
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Marquette City Band’s final concert of the summer was on a beautiful sunny evening in
the park. Our guest conductor was Gordon Erickson. The brasses had a wonderful
romp with “Shoutin” Liza Trombone” featuring the trombone section, and the tubas had
a chance to shine in “Tiptoe Through the Tubas”. Another highlight of the evening was
from the woodwind section. Kaylee Whitfield, on bassoon, played the first movement
from C. M. von Weber’s “Bassoon Concerto”. The band also performed “Espana
Cani”, “American Riversongs” and Holsinger’s “On a Hymnsong of Phillip Bliss”
which perfectly reflected the evening light. We also performed “The pioneers March”
written by Eino Olander. The composer was present in the audience and received a big
round of applause. The band has enjoyed playing many of his pieces over the years.
Thank you one and all for a wonderful season!

FINANCIAL SUMMARY
2013
Marquette City Band
Beginning balance (1-1-13)

$

5,485.75

Public donations at concerts
Public donations from 10 patrons
Edwin Wiitala Memorial donations
Ray & Peg Hirvonen Foundation
Louis G. Kaufman Endowment fund
City of Marquette
Dividends
Total Income

Income
$
1,263.07
$
845.00
$
300.00
$
1,000.00
$
1,000.00
$
7,000.00
$
5.70
$
11,413.77

Band members1
Conductors2
Library Services
Equipment Management
Percussion Management
Music Publishers
Operational miscellaneous3
Total expenditures

Expenditures
$
5,376.00
$
1,900.00
$
425.00
$
450.00
$
450.00
$
541.63
$
317.71
$
9,910.34

Current balance as of 8-31-13

$

6,989.18

Projected year-end balance4

$

5,945.18

Notes
1
Players paid $8 per rehearsal/concert (-$4/hr)
2
Conductors paid $100 per rehearsal/concert (-$50/hr)
3
Includes various printing, postage, advertisement, and
other miscellaneous costs.
4
Projected year-end balance after corporation fee ($20)
and band member uncashed checks to date ($1,024)

are paid.

